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RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS

17.02

CHAPTER 17
RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, AND REMOVALS FROM OFFICE
17.001 Definition. 17.15 Removals; other fiters.
17.01  Resignationso whom made; when fefctive. 17.16  Removals; definition; procedure; disqualification.
17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. 17.17  Notice of vacancies.
17.02  Notice of resignations. 17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in congress; how filled.
17.025 Temporary vacancies. 17.19  Vacancies, elective statefioés; how filled.
17.03  Vacancies, how caused. 17.20  Vacancies in appointive stateioés; how filled; terms.
17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. 17.21  Vacancies in elective countyfioks; how filled; term.
17.05  Governor may declare vacancies. 17.22  Vacancies in appointive countyfioEs; how filled.
17.06  Removal of state fiters; impeachment; address. 17.23  Vacancies in city dices; how filled.
17.07  Removals; legislative and appointive statiécefs. 17.24  Vacancies in village fites.
17.08  Suspension of receiver of moneys. 17.245 New city, village or town diice, filling.
17.09 Removal of elective county fiders. 17.25 Vacancies in town fites; how filled.
17.10 Removal of appointive countyfiders. 17.26  Vacancies in school boards; how filled.
17.11  Suspension of district attorney or shierif 17.27  Vacancies in other fi€es; how filled.
17.12  Removal and suspension of cityioérs. 17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions.
17.13 Removalof village, town, town sanitary district, school district, andtech17.28  When oficers may hold dfce.
nical college oficers. 17.285 Temporary vacancies; elections.
17.14  Removal; assessors; boards of review; county boards; procedure. 17.29 Effect of chapter

17.001 Definition. In this chapterunless qualified, “cause”
meansinefficiency, neglect of dutyofficial misconduct, or mal
feasancén office.

History: 2001 a. 103.21.

17.01 Resignations to whom made; when effective.
Resignation®f public oficers shall be made as follows:

(1) By the governar lieutenant governor or anyfficer

officer and whose term of fide continues by law until a successor
is chosen and qualifies, upon the qualification of the successor;
andin the case of otherfiders including school district fi€ers,

at the time indicated in the written resignation, or if no tise
thereinindicated, then upon delivery of the written resignation.
If the governor or thetate superintendent of public instruction
makesa provisional appointment under 57.20 (2)and the
appointediles the required oath offage, the appointee qualifies

appointedoy the legislature, to the legislature, if in session; ethefor office, unless the appointment is withdrawn or rejec@eliv-

wise by the governor or lieutenant governtwr the secretary of

ery of a resignation shall be made by leaving a copy thereof with

state,and by an dicer appointed by the legislature, to the geverthe officer to whom it is required to be addressed and delivered at

nor.

(2) By the secretary of state, treasuggtorney generastate
superintendenty a district attorney and taJi officers appointed

his or her public dfce or usual place of business,iforequired to
be addressed and delivered to a hdadyleaving a copy with the
following officer at his or hepublic ofice or usual place of busi

by the governor alone or by the governor by and with the advigess:

and consent of the senate, to the governor
(3) By senators and members of the assentblhe presiding

(a) If required to be addressed and delivered tdethislature,
with the presiding dicer of each house, or if required to be

officers of their respective houses, who shall immediately trangddresse@nd delivered to but orfeuse, to the presidingfiier
mit the same to the governand to the governor during the recessf that house.

of the legislature.

(b) If required to be addressed and delivered to the county

(4) By the justices of the supreme court, court of appedtoard,city council or to the village, town or school board, to the

judgesand circuit judges, to the governor

clerk thereof, except the resignation of the countty, village,

(5) By a sherif, to thecounty clerk, who shall immediately town or school district clerk which shall be delivered to the ehair

transmitnotice thereof to the governor
(6) By a clerk of the circuit court, to the circuit judge.

(7) By a county supervispicounty clerk, county treasurer

coroner,register of deeds or county surveytorthe sherff who

shallimmediatelytransmit a notice thereof, in case of a coron
or register of deeds, to the governor; and in case of a county su

visor, county clerkcounty treasurer or surveydo the chairper
sonof the county board; and after such notices the §sadgfl file
suchresignations with the county clerk.

(8) By the mayor or alderperson or council memdsiea city
however organized, to thecouncil; by other elective fifers
thereof,to the mayor; and by other cityfigkers, to the dfcer or
body having power to appoint in their stead.

(9) By a town oficer, to the town board.

(10) By officers of a village, however ganized, to the village
board.

(11) By a school district dicer, to the district board.

(12) By all other oficers, to the dfcer or body having power
to appoint in their stead.

personof the county board, mayorillage president, townhair
person,or president, as the case may be.

(c) If required to be addressed and delivered to any other body
to the secretargr clerk thereof, if anyand if none, to any member

&f such body

History: 1977 c. 187418 427, 447,449, 1983 a. 19%.303 (2) 1985 a. 135.
B&I1); 1985 a. 2181989a. 31 1989 a. 5&.258 1989 a. 3591993 a. 1841997 a.
298

Conditionalresignations are permissible under this section. In sub. (13), “time”
refersto the “point when something occurs.” OrtirSchuett157 Ws. 2d 415459
N.W.2d 596 (Ct. App. 1990).

17.015 Municipal judge: multiple resignations. If a

municipaljudge is elected under#s5.01 (4)the judge shall sub

mit resignations to each applicabléiadr or boardunder s17.01
History: 1985 a. 89

17.02 Notice of resignations. Notice of resignations, in
additionto those provided for in 47.01, shall be given forthwith
asfollows:

(1) SENATORSAND MEMBERSOF CONGRESS. Of the resignation
of a United States senator or member of congress from this state,

(13) Resignationshall be made in writing, shall be addressely the senator or member of congress to the secretary of state.
anddelivered to the diter or body prescribed in this section and (3) MuniciPAL Jubces. Of the resignation of municipal judges
shalltake efect, in the casef an oficer who is not a school district in any city or village, however ganized, or in any town, ke
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city, village or town clerk, as the case may be, to the clerk of the(f) Removal of disability. After a board rehearing and a finding
circuit court for the county of a removal of the disability and, therefoea ability to act, a
History: 1977 c. 3051991 a. 316 written certificate of such finding shall be signed andhorized
by the boardnembers and shall be filed in théicd of the secre
17.025 Temporary vacancies. (1) ExisTeNce. Whenever tary of state not later than the next succeeding legal workddy
the duly qualified incumbent of anfie enumerated in sub4)  whenso filed shall rescind the previously filed certificate oftem

is found to be unable to perforafl of the functions of the fite  poraryincapacity At such time the regularly elected incumbent
by incapacitation caused by iliness or injury of any natuterre  shall resume the fite.

poraryvacancy exists. N (4) AFFECTED OFFICES AND HOW FILLED DURING DISABILITY.

~ (2) How convenep. (a) Voluntary petition. Whenever the whenevetthe board has made a finding that a temporary vacancy
incumbentof an ofice enumerated isub.(4), or the incumbers’  existsin the following ofices, such dice shall be filled for the
duly appointed guardian, files a written petition for a hearing {feriodof such temporary vacancy or the balance of the unexpired
determinethe incumbensg incapacitation with any member of thQQrm’Whichever is the shorter period, as follows:

board requesting a hearing, the disablidardshall be convened (a) Governor. When the temporary vacancy exists in thizef

within 5 days from the date of filing said petition. of governoy the duties of the governor shall automatically be

_(b) Involuntary petition. Whenever a written petition duly assumedy the lieutenant governor as requirecabtjcle \, see
signedby any 4 members of the disabilltpard is filed with the tjon 7, of the constitution

board requesting a hearing to determineittikapacitation of the
incumbent of an dite enumerated in sufd), the board shall be
convenedwithin 5 days from the date of filing said petition. Th

%;tl't'c;?t?g : ”r g ergggrig (5) %?tlﬁgsg 00;:,3 member of efitte polit nor shall be assumed by the secretary of state as requiestidby
P p : V, section 8, of the constitution

(3) HearINnG. (a) When held. Whenever the disability board ) Secretarv of Sstate: state treasurer. When the temporar
hasbeen convened it shall conduct a hearing to determine Whe%éa)ncyexists ?/nthe ofice of secretary of state or in théigé of y
atemporary vacancy exists. . statetreasurerthe duties of the @i€e shall be assumedsspee

(b) Proceedings. In the conduct of the hearing any member gfyely, py the first emegency interimsuccessor designated under
theboard shall have the_ right to admln_lster oa_ths, to sunamdn g 35353 (2)or, if no such designation has been made for the
_(I:_cr)]mgelatéenﬂalrrcke of W|tnessecijndft9t sign andéssue a Séjbpoﬁn"i‘espectivmfﬁce, then by a deputy appointed by the governor

€ oard snat xeep a record of 1's proceedings and a Pnono \y atorney general; state superintendent. When theempo
grq[t))hlgtralnstc)rlpt zhall l?ehtaléen, dmad%af;glxﬁ the flées anddtrar} it r§/ \Zacancyegxgi’sts in t’hedefe 01? attorney géneral orin theﬁ?rb
scribedonly by order of the board. The files and records of t %state superintendent of public instruction, the duties of the

. . N . . O
boardin proceedings undehis section shall be kept in locked ice shall be assumed, respectivély the deputy under £5.04

files and shall not be open to inspection except upon specific p: ; ; -
missionof the board. In angction or special proceeding in a court2) 0% if such ofice is vacant, by a deputy appointed by the gover

of record, such files and records shall be able by SpeCIal History: 1971 c. 405.93; 1975 c. 3321977 c. 1965.131; 1977 c. 4491979 c.

orderof such court. 361s.113 1983 a. 1921991 a. 3161995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 272009 a. 42
(c) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of 6 membef&indings

shallbe efective only by a secretfaimative voteof 6 members 17.03 Vacancies, how caused. Except as otherwise pro

of the disability board.Said findings shall be final without right vided, a public ofice is vacant when:

of appeal, except that after a finding of disability or inability to act, (1) The incumbent dies.

the affected incumbent may appeal such finding pursuant to ch.

227. The appeal shatie limited to the board record. The finding

(b) Lieutenant governor. When theaemporary vacancy exists
in the ofice of lieutenant governor during the continuance of a
Q/acancyin the ofice of governarthe duties of the ti€e of gover

(2) The incumbent resigns.

of disability or inability to act shall remain irfeét during theper (3) The incumbent is removed. _
dencyof such appeal. (4) The incumbent ceases to be a resident of:
(d) Findings. After a hearing by the disability board and afind (&) This state; or
ing of disability or inability to act halseen filed, a written certi (b) If the ofice is legislative, the district from which elected;

cateof temporarnyincapacity signed and authorized by the boarer

membersshall be filed in the éite of the secretary of state not  (hm) If the ofice is a district attorneythe prosecutorial unit
later than the next succeeding legal workday and when so filgdm which elected: or

shall create a temporary vacancy in sudectbd electedffice. '
In the event of a finding of no disabilityy failure to secure 6
affirmative votes in support of the petition, the board shall dismi
the petition.

(e) Rehearing. The disability boarghall conduct rehearings
in accordance witipars.(b) and(c). A rehearing before the dis . - o ) . - -
ability board to reconsider an existing finding of temporacg ?Asérécé,igéﬁre;iwnhm which the duties of theiioé are required
pacitationshall be heldvhen petitioned as provided in siB), aed. o ) )
but no such rehearing shall be heldess 3 months have elapsed  (4m) In the case of a school districtiog, the incumbent is
from the date ofhe conclusion of the original hearing or the mogtPsentrom the district for a period exceeding 60 days.
recentrehearing. When the existing finding of disabilityirabil- (5) Whetheror not sentenced to imprisonment, the incumbent
ity to act was made pursuant to a voluntary petition unde¢Zub.is convicted and sentenced by a state or federal court for treason,
(a) and more than 3 months have elapsed sincefgutihg, such felony or other crime of whatsoever nature punishablerpyris-
affectedincumbent mayile a declaration of fitness. Upon the fil onmentin any jail or prison for one year or morefarany ofense
ing of such declaration the board may reconveneadhof any involving a violation of the incumberstooficial oath. A vacancy
memberand conduct a rehearing to determine such incunsbersbd created is not &fcted by astay of execution of judgment.
ability to serve. Failure to reconvene the board within 15 daRReversabf the judgment, but not a pardon, immediatelstores
from the date of filing of sucleclaration shall result in voiding theincumbent to dice if the term has not expired and entitles
thefinding of disability or inability to act, and restore the incumincumbentto the emoluments of thefiok for the time théncum
bentto office. bentwould have served in thefwfe but for the judgment.

(c) If theoffice is local and elective, the countyty, village,
whn, district or area from which elected, except as provided in ss.
.30(6), 119.08 (1) (c)and120.05 (1) (d)or
(d) If the ofice is local and appointive, and residensybject
t0s.66.0502 is a local requirement, the courtity, village, town,
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(6) A competentribunal voids the election or appointment; oof the legislature as providedanticle VII, section 13, of theon
adjudgesthe incumbent to be incapabté understanding the stitution
objectiveof the elective processy places the incumbent under  (2) In this section, “address” means a procedure for removal
guardianshipunless the court finds that the incumbent is compef a judge from dfce based on a document entitled “Address”
tentto exercise the right to vote. which specifies chajes againsa judge alleging misconduct or
(7) A person elected or appointed or reelected or reappointadtthe judge is not physically or mentally qualifiedeteercise
to any ofice neglects or refuses to take and file tHeciafl oath  thejudicial functions of the judge’ofice. A copy of the address
or to execute or renew thefiafal bond if required, or to file the containingthe chages against the judge shall be served upen
oath or bond as prescribed by law judge. The judge shall havibe opportunity of being heard to pres
(8) Theincumbent neglects or refuses to execute and file 8At a defense against the ¢fes:. The judge may be removed from
additionalbond, when lawfully required, as prescribed by. law office by address of both houses of the Ieglslature_ if two—thirds of
(9) A person elected or appointed to fill a vacancy or for a fififl members elected to each house concur therein.
term declines the dite in writing or dies before qualifyingr (3) A district attorney may be removed by the goverfar
declinesin writing or dies before the time when, by Jalae person cause.
should enter upon the duties of thefioé to which elected or  History: 1971 c. 1421983 a. 1921989 a. 311991 a. 316
appointed.
(10) If the ofice is elective, the incumbentterm expires
exceptfor the ofice of sherif, coroner register of deeds dafistrict
attorney.

17.07 Removals; legislative and appointive state offi -
' cers. Removaldrom office of legislative and appointive state
officers may be made as follows:

(11) If the ofice is a school board seat, the first annual schom)(l) Officers elected by either house of the legislature, by the

" G SN usethat elected them, at pleasure.
tmhg%tilsnt?i(():ft.a school districtails to elect school board members for (2) Stateofficers appointed by the legislature, by that bady

(12) Theoffices are established upon the creation by the_leg%easurepr by the governor during the recess of the legislature,

r cause.
latureof a new county and a new town.

o ., (3) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
pro(\}iii)oﬁg%llg\t/\k/]?cr) i\r/eegtteog(i/uggawngfh is declared by any speciglyniof the governor for a fixed term by and with the advice and

History: 1971 c. 1541971 c. 304.29 (1) 179 c. 2491083 a. 4841985 a, 304 CONSENtof the senate, or serving in arficé that is filled by
312 332 1987 a. 3911989 a. 31241 2005 a. 3872013 a. 20 appointmenbf any other dfcer or body for dixed term subject

Cross-reference: See s59.20 (1)for county supervisor residency requirementto the concurrence of the governby the governor at any time,
Cross-reference: See s196.675for vacancies in dite if district attorneycity  for cause.
attorney,assistant city attornegr judicial oficer is employed by a common carrier . . . .
City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacapegvisions. VEllnitz v. Wauwatosa (3m) Notwithstandingsub.(3), the parole commission chair
Police& Fire Commissionersi51 Ws. 2d 306444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989).  personmay be removed by the governat pleasure.

Thefelony conviction and sentencing of a state senator creates a vacancy in th ; R ;
office WiIhOL)J/t any action by the senat(-:*.g 65 ABen. 264. Y E(Sr) () Notwithstanding sul{3), a membeof the Milwaukee
No vacancy occurs under sub. (4) when a supersgisesidence remains the same.COUntymemaI health board may be removed by any of the fellow

butthe district boundaries have chang@é. Atty. Gen. 10 INg:

1. The governagrfor cause.

2. If the Milwaukee County executivaiggested the member
for nominationthe Milwaukee County executive, for neglect of
ty, misconduct, malfeasance irfiog, failure toattend 4 board
eetings in ongear or failure to attend 2 board meetings within
year withoutproviding advance notice to the chairperson of
board.

3. If the Milwaukee County board of supervisors suggested
member for nominationthe Milwaukee County board of

17.035 Vacancies; military leaves. (1) If an elected or
appointedofficial or employee of any cityillage, town or school
district however oganized shall enter the armed forcesthe
United States and shall remove himself or herself temporar
from the municipality or districtor which that person is anfidfer

or employee such temporary removal shall constitute a tempor
vacancyin such dfice or position.

(3) Temporaryvacancies shall be filled as other vacancies afe.

filled, except that no election need be held to fill any plattem : : .
' . .supervisors,for neglect of duty misconduct, malfeasance in
porary vacancy The term of the person appointed tempo""’lr"éfffice, failure to attend! board meetings in one year failure to

shallnot extend beyond the expiration of the term of tfieeafor X s ! by
employeewho entered federal service. In the event the originggjsgg caggiredton:ﬁ:t::nh%si r[;lzzlrtgcl)r:w gPﬁ]eygg;r\évnhout providing

officer or employee completes the federal service and returns : : .
thedistrict or municipality during his or her original term dficé, (b) Notwithstanding subx3), a member of the Milwaukee
the officer or employee may file with the clerk of the district of°OUntymental health board shall be removed by the governor for
municipality, within 40 days of completing the federal service, §192ging iranactivity under s15.195 (9) (d)hat disqualifies an
statemenunder oath that the federal serviwes terminated and Individual from board membership.
thatthe oficer or employee elects to resume thficefor position. ~ NOTE: Sub. (31)is epealed eff. 1-1-15 by013 Ws. Act 203 .
Uponthe filing of the statement the termtbe temporary dicer ~_ (4) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
or employee shall cease, and the returniriigaf or employee Ment of the governor with the advice and consent of the senate to
shallbe entitled to resume the duties of thicet serveat the pleasure of the governor serving in an dice that
History: 1991 a. 3161993 a. 246 is filled by appointment of any otherfigfer or bodyfor an indefi
nite term subject to the concurrencetloé governgrby the gover

17.05 Governor may declare vacancies. The governor noratany time.
may declare vacant thefafe of anystate diicer required by law (5) Stateofficersserving in an dice that is filled by appoint
to execute arofficial bond whenever a judgment is obtainednentof the governor alone for a fixed or indefinite term asup
againstsuch oficer for a breach of the conditions of such bondply a vacancy in any fite, elective omappointive, except justices
of the supreme court and judges and the adjgam¢ral, by the
17.06 Removal of state officers; impeachment; governorat pleasure; the adjutant general, by the goveahany
address. (1) Any civil officer of this state may be removedtime, for cause or for withdrawal of federal recognition of his or
from office by impeachment for corrupt conduct ifiicé, or for hercommission unde32 USC 323and all oficers appointed by
crimesand misdemeanors as provideaiticle VII, section 1, of the governor during the reces$ the legislature whose appaint
the constitution and any supremeourt justice or circuit court mentsare required to be later confirmed by the senate bball
judgemay also be removed fromfioe by address of both housesdeemedo be appointed by the governor alone untitaofirmed.
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(6) Otherstate dficers serving in an fite that is filled by daysafter removal; the county board shall conduct a hearing in the
appointmenbf any oficer or body without the concurrence of themannerdetermined by it and shall determine the question of
governor,by the oficer or body having the authority to makeremoval.
appointmentsto that ofice, at pleasure, except thatfioérs (4) APPOINTED BY THE CIRCUIT JUDGE. County oficers
appomtec_hccordlng to merit anq fitness under and subject to (‘ébpointecby a judge or judges of tlercuit court may be removed
230 or officers whose removal is governed by @80 maybe atpleasure by the judge or a majority of the judges authotized

removedonly in conformity with that chapter appointthe oficers’ successors.
History: 1971 c. 21; 1977 c. 1965.131; 1979 c. 2211987 a. 631989 a. 121
1991 a. 321995 a. 272009 a. 282011 a. 38 2013 a. 203 (5) APPOINTED BY THE COUNTY JUDGE. County oficers

Council members had authority to remove theecutive director of the council. appointedby the county judgenay be removed at pleasure by the
Terrienv. Metropolitan Milwaukee Criminal Justicgouncil, 455 F Supp. 1375 circuit judge or a majority of the circuit judges authorized to

(1978). appointthe oficers’ successors.

17.08 Suspension of receiver of moneys. (1) Thegow (6) OtHERs. (a) Except as provided under pa), all other
ernormay summarily suspend fromfiok any appointive state @Ppointivecounty oficers may be removed at pleasure bydfiie
officer who collects, receives or handles pubtioneys, if it Ceror body that appointed them. Removals by a bother than
or credible information that thefider has in any particular will Py an afirmative vote of two—thirds of all the members thereof.
fully neglected the dicer’s duty in connection with public men  (b) The following appointiveounty oficers may be removed
eys. The suspension shall continue until the final determinatiéor cause only:
of the action or proceedings or of the investigation of thegelsar 1. Disposition stdfand intake workers appointed to provide
or |nf0rr_nat|on, orpe_ndlng any proceedings to remove tHfeef  servicesunder chs48 and938.
from office as provided by law for neglect of duand a compe 2. Any person appointed to administer services under s.
tent person shall be appointed, in the manaed by the
e - - < 46.22 46.23 51.420r51.437
appointingpower prescribed for filling vacanci@sthe afected
office, to dischage the duties of the fider during the dicer’s
suspension If it is determined in the action or proceedings or
found upon investigation that thefifer has not in any particular
willfully neglected the &ter’s duty in connection with public <~
- it History: 1977 c. 3541983 a. 1921985 a. 291995 a. 77
moneys’and that fact is C(_?I’tlfled to the secretary Of_State by theln a county that does not have a county executive or administteqersonnel
judge, governor or other diter who conductedhe action, pro  committeeof the county board does not possess the statutory authority to remove the
ceedingr investigation, the suspendefiadr, unless the diter CO“”“[’SOC%'QSSQ’EE%S direcftorTRe couhnty board mQ)é lngt, unGder sl. 4559_025, 1993
3 : stats. [now . , transfer the authority to appoi tty. Gen.

has been removed fromfné,for any cause prqwded b,y lashall Removalof the chairpersoof a county boa);d meg/pbe at thgwill of a simple major
therebybe restored to fi€e, if the term for which the 6€er was ity of the board under s. 59.12. This section is inapplicable. Sub. (2) applies only to
electedor appointed has not expired, and shall thefsdyome PefsongNhOfaLe remove% frorél a pOhSEi[t_i?]n as ag%unﬁﬁﬂf Endinﬁ the tengre fof

. - . - amember of the coun oard as cldadithe boar oes not oust that member from
entitledto the emoluments of thefiok for all of the time the 6f ¢ nyofiice but only f%m a particular position on the boa@AG 1-07
cerwould have served therein had thioefr not been suspended

asherein provided. 17.11 Suspension of district attorney or sheriff. (1) If
(2) Thissection in no manner impairs or restricts the power ahy district attorney or shefit arrested for or chged with any
the governor or other diter or body to remove anyfider from  offenseagainst the lawsf this state, or if the governor is credibly
office as provided by law informed that any district attorney or shérig guilty of any
History: 1991 a. 316 offenseagainst the laws of this state, or thedceedings are pend
) . ) ing before any court or fi€er involving any criminal chae
17.09 Removal of elective county officers. Elective againstany district attorney or shefiifor that any district attorney
countyofficers may be removed fromfafe as follows: or sherif willfully neglects or refuses to perform that district attor
(1) CouNTY CLERK; TREASURER;SURVEYOR; SUPERVISOR. The  ney’sor sherif's duties, the governor shall in the case of a felony
countyclerk, countytreasurer or surveyoor a county supervisor andmay in the casef a misdemeanor suspend the district attorney
by the county board, for cause, ayote of two—thirds of all the or sherif from office until the chage shall be investigated and
supervisors entitled to seats on such board. finally determined. The governor shall, in the case otlisieict
(2) CLERK OFcIRCUIT COURT. The clerk of the circuit court, by attorney,appoint the attornegeneral or one of the attorney gener
the judge or a majority of judges the circuit court for the clerk’ al’s assistants or some competent attorney of the state, and the

(7) GENERAL EXCEPTION. Countyofficers appointed accord
f'glg to merit and fithess under and subject to a civil servicedaw
whoseremoval is governed by such a |ahall be removed only
astherein provided.

county,for cause. governorshall, in the case of treherif, appoint a suitable person,
(5) OTHERELECTIVE COUNTY OFFICERS. The sherff coroner or 0 dischage the duties of thefatted ofice during thsus_pensmr_].
registerof deeds, by the governdor cause. (2) (a) The state shall pay an attorney temporarily appointed
History: 1977 c. 4491979 c. 321989 a. 31 undersub.(1) for his or her services and expensgean amount

Removalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by feterminecdand fixed by the governor
board. An ordinance making a violatiopso facto cause for removampermissibly . . . . .
circumventsthat procedure. 66 Attgen. 148. (b) The county in which a persas temporarily appointed

sheriffunder sub(1) shall pay the appointed shéfir his orher

17.10 Removal of appointive county officers.  servicesin an amount determined and fixed by the governor and
(1) ArPOINTEDBY GOVERNOR. County oficers appointed by the certified by the governor to the county clerk of the county
governor may be removed by the governor for cause. (3) Any attorney so temporarily appointed shall have all the

(2) APPOINTEDBY COUNTY BOARD. County oficers appointed powerand dischage all the duties of the district attorney ahdt
by the county board may be removed by the county board ftorneyshall speedily bring ta hearing and determination any
cause.All removals may be made by affisthative vote of two— chargesnade against thgistrict attorney so suspended. Any-per
thirds of the supervisors entitled to seats on the county board.sonso temporarily appointed as sheshall have all thgpower

(3) APPOINTEDBY CHAIRPERSONOF COUNTY BOARD. County anddischage all the duties of shefif
officers appointed by the chairperson of the county board may be(4) If it is determined in the action or proceedingfound
removedby the chairperson for cause, excapmbers of the uponthe investigation that a district attorney or sfietipended
county civil service commission who may be removed by thenderthis section is not guilty of anfehse, or has not willfully
countyboard for cause under syB). A county commissionef neglectedor refused to perform his or her duties, as @bdyrthat
electionsso removed may appeal to the county board within ct shall be certified by the governor to the department of admin
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istrationif a district attorney isnvolved or to the county clerk of  (2) ELECTIVE VILLAGE OFFICERS. Any elective villageofficer

the sherif’s county if a sherfifis involved. Upon the certification, by a majority vote of all the membesthe village board, because

the district attorney or shefighall be: of continued physical inability to perform the duties dfoef or
(a) Entitled to the emoluments of theicé for the time he or grossneglect of duty

shewould have served in thefime had he or she not beensus (3) ALL ofFfFIcERS. Any village, town, town sanitary district,

pendedunder this section; and school district or technical college district fafer, elective or
(b) Restored to dite if the term for which he or she wasappointive,including those embraced within sufis) and(2), by
electedor appointed has not expired_ thejudge of the circuitourt of the circuit wherein the VIIIage,

town, town sanitary districschool district or technical college
districtis situated, for cause.
History: 1971 c. 1541977 c. 4491983 a. 5321993 a. 3991995 a. 34225, 1999

(5) Thissection in no mannerfatts provisions of lawelat
ing to the removal from éite of the district attorney or shedftif

History: 1989 a. 311991 a. 316 a.9 2007 a. 20
i . . If a statute provides that a publidicér, including VTAE (technical college) board
17.12 Removal and suspension of city officers. members, serves at pleasureisappointed for a term, thefiger may be summarily

(1) GENERAL AND SPECIAL CHARTER. Officers of cities, except d'SAm:SSQOUb“””g the te”“t- 62 'E“fﬁe“a?”, s bolice chiet unil the .
public officials, asdefined in $62.51. (1 (b) operating under the A (4" Board was restraned fom disaiag fs police chcf i he ssue o
generallaw or under special charter including schodlcefs, mannv. Bloomfield Township,521 F Supp. 12471981).
may be removed as follows:
(a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in®.10, 17.14 Removal; assessors; boards of review; county
or by the common council, for cause. boards; procedure. Any assessor and any member of a board
(c) Appointive.  Appointive officers, by whomsoever of review or of a county board of supervisorsadtition to being
appointed,by the common council, for cause, excepftcefs removableas otherwise provided, may be removed by the circuit
appointedby the council who may be removed by that hady courtfor the county of the assessor or memhberfollows:
pleasure.Officers appointed by anyther oficer or body without (1) Assessors.Any assessor for one or more of the following
confirmationor concurrence bthe council, by the fiter or body Causes:
that appointed them, at pleasure. The council may conduct-a heaia) Willful or intentional assessment of property at other than
ing thereon bya committee which committee shall proceed iits true cash value with thatent to subject such property to more
suchmanner as malge determined by it and make full report tar less than its lawful share of taxes.

the council, which shall determine the questigron such appeal.  (b) Willful or intentional omission of taxableroperty from the
(d) Votesrequired. Removals byhe common council may be assessmembll with intentto permit the same to escape taxation.

madeonly by an dirmative vote of three—fourths of all the mem  (¢c) Wliful or intentional assessment of the property of one per

bersthereof,and by any other body consisting of 3 or more memon at a lower value than the property of anathethers whereby

bers, by an afirmative vote of two—thirds of all the membersfayoritism or discrimination between taxpayers in the district is
thereof. shown.

(2) Commission Form. Officers of citiesoperating under the  (d) Solicitation or receipt of any favaeward, money asther
commission form of government may be removed as follows: thing of value of orfrom the owner of any taxable property in the
(a) Elective. Elective oficers by recall as provided in®.10.  assessor’'aissessment district for the assessment or valuation of

(c) Appointive.  Appointive officers, by whomsoever Propertyat other than its true cash value.
appointedpy the council, at pleasure, by a majority vote; afid of (e) Solicitation or demand by any assessoamf owner of
cersappointed by any &€er or body other than the council maypropertyliable to assessment in the asséssassessment district
alsobe removed from @ite by the oficer or body that appointed to aid, assist or promotle business or interests of such assessor
them,at pleasure, by vote as provided in gab.(d). by means of which and by virtue of thefiof of assessor the

(3) SusPENSION. The mayor of any city may summarily susassessoshall gain or receivpecuniary profit or advantage that
pendfrom office any oficer thereof whose removal is sought andhe assessor could not otherwise have gained or received.
againstwhom chages have been preferred therefand may () Any violation of law in the valuation @ssessment of prop
appointan oficer to dischage the duties of suchfafe until such erty in the assessar assessment district.
chargeshave been disposed of. If such gearare dismissed, the (g) Failure to use the “Wconsin Property Assessment
officer so suspended shall thereby be restoredftoechndbe Manual” provided under €£3.03 (2a)and as requiredy s.70.32
entitledto the emoluments of thefice for all of the time the 6f (1) and70.34 The certification of any assessor removed under
cerwould have served therein had thicef not been suspended.this paragraph may fauficient reason be reinstated by the secre

(4) GENERALEXCEPTION. But no oficer of any city appointed tary of revenue after one year upon formal application for-rein
accordingto merit and fitness under and subject to a civil servistatement.
or to a police and fire commissideny, or whose removal is gev (h) Failure or refusal to deny claims for exemption deteni
ernedby such a lawshall be removed otherwise than as thereifateexemptions pursuant to direction of #eeretary of revenue
proylded. unders.73.03 (45)

History: 1987 a. 3821991 a. 3161999 a. 15G.672 (2) MEMBERSOFBOARDSOF REVIEW AND COUNTY BOARD. Any

City officers are subject to s. 17.03 vacapeyvisions. V&lInitz v. Wauwatosa . | heffi h
Policeand Fire Commissioners51 Ws. 2d306 444 N.W2d 412(Ct. App. 1989). Supervisor,alderperson, trustee or otheficér who acts as a

memberof a board of review or of the county board of supervisors,

17.13 Removal of village, town, town sanitary district, for one or more of the following causes:

school district, and technical college officers. Officers of (a) Willful or intentional valuation or equalization of property
towns,town sanitary districts, villages, school districts, seah  of persons or towns, cities or villages at other ttentrue cash
nical college districts may be removed as follows: valuethereof, with the intent to subject the property of persons or

(1) APPOINTIVEOFFICERS. Except as provided in 60.30 (1e) Of towns, cities or villages to more or less than their lawful share
(c) and(f), any appointive village, towripwn sanitary district, Of taxes.
schooldistrict and technical college districfiogr, by the oficer (b) Aiding, abetting or assisting in any understanding,-com
or body that appointed him or hext pleasure. Removal of anybinationor conspiracy to value or equalize the property in towns,
suchofficer by a body shall be by a majority vote of all the mentitiesor villages in a county at other than the true cash value, with
bersthereof. intentto subject the property in one or more towns, cities er vil
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lagesto more or less than its lawful share of taxes for state andmay be made only upon written verified dpes brought by
countypurposes or both. aresidentaxpayer of the governmental unit of which the person

(c) Any violation of law in the valuation or equalization ofagainstvhomthe chages are filed is an faer, and after a speedy
propertyin towns, cities or villages or in the discharf oficial ~ public hearing at whiclthe oficer shall have full opportunity to
duties. be heard to present a defense against thegesapersonally and

(3) PrOCEDURE. Removals under this section may be made tgy counsel. A copyf the chages and written notice of the time
the circuit judge, by order specifying the cause theraaippy of andplace for the hearing shall be given thiicef by the removing
which order shall be certified by tharcuit judge to the proper Powerby delivery to the dicer in person or by mailing the same
town, village or city clerk. The removal shall be made only upo}p the oficer at the dicer’s lastand usual post-fi€e address not
aduly verified petition signed by a resident of the county setti U‘Eﬁsman 10 days prior to the hearing. Thiicet may within 10
forth fully the chages preferred against thefioér. The district daysfrom service of the chges filewith the removing power a
attorneyof the county upon complaishowing cause therefor Verified answer thereto. The hearing shiadl conducted and
shall prepare the petition and have the petition duly verified by tH&/estigationmade by the removing power with due dispatch, but
complainant. The judge, upon the presentation of the petitio} case of ch@es brought before the goverptire governor may
shall by an order to show cause, which shall be served upon #RPointa commissioner to conduct the hearing, make the inves
officer personally at least 10 days prior to the hearing, fix a tiniationand report the testimony and proceedings to the governor
andplace for hearing the matters alleged in the petition. The te§ipdthe council of any city havingmembership of more than 20,
mony shall be taken and the proceedings conducted under slitfase of ch@es brought before it, may appoint a committee of
reasonableegulations athe judge prescribes. The district attornotless than 5 of its members, to conduct the hearing, make inves
neyshall attend the hearing and conduct the proceedings on belig@tionand report the testimony and proceedings to it. The com
of the petitioner The removal of the ti€er shall disqualify the Missioneror committee shall have the same power auttiority

officer from holding the dfce for 3 years from the date of theasthe governoor the council, as the case may be, in the conduct
orderof removal. of the hearing on and investigation of the dgeat

(4) CosTs Ifthe court, after a hearing on the merits, dismisses (4) Theremovingpower maybefore acting upon any clyas
the petition and further finds the complaint was willful and maliPreferredagainst any dicer, require the person preferring the
cious and without probable cause, the court shall order judgmgafeto execute and deliver to such power a bond in the sum of
in favor of the diicer and against the petitioner for $aftlorney $1,000with one or more sureties to be approved by such power
feesand for the costs and fees of witnesses aficko$ incurred  conditionedfor the payment of all costs and expenses actually
on behalf of the dfcer. The judgment shall be signed by the cleriicurred by the state, county or other unitwdfich the person
of circuit court and entered in the judgmend lien docket. An chargeds an dficer and by the removing power in the hearing and
execution may be issued against the propefrthe petitioner in investigationof such chages.
the same mode as upon a judgment entered in the circuit court in5) The removing powerand in case such power consists of
civil actions founded in tort. Upon the return of the executianorethanone person, each such person is authorized to adminis
unsatisfiedn whole or in part, aexecution against the person ofer oaths and téssue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses
the petitioner may be issued in the manner and with the force amdithe production of evidence, and may make and enforce such
effectof an execution against the person as provided 818s01 ordersand rules as are necesstaryroperly conduct such hearing
t0815.10 In all other cases the judge may order that the expenaasl may appoint and fix the compensation of a stenographer to
incurredin procuring witnesses and other needed actual expengg®testimony thereat.

be paid out of the treasury of the county in which thicef (7) (a) No person may be excused from testifying or fpym

residesupon certificates of the clerk of circuit court. ducingevidence on the hearing for the reason that the testimony

c.ﬂ?ﬁé 112231‘;_93?933% CL Orde? ngfd 585, 773 (1975)975 ¢ 2181977 documentaryor otherwise, required of him or heray tend to

incriminatehim or hey but no person so testifying may jpese

17.15 Removals; other officers. (1) JoINT cOUNTY INsTI-  Cutedfor or on account of testifying or producing any documen

TuTIoNs. Any member ofhe governing body of any joint countytary evidence, except for perjury committed in giving the testi

school,hospital, sanatorium, asylum or other joint county institunony.

tion, appointed by the county board of any countyay be (b) Theimmunity provided under pafa) is subject to the

removedby said county board, for cause; and any otHeresfof  restrictionsunder s972.085

any such institution may be removed by thécefr or body that  (8) Removalsfrom office for cause shall be by ordex certi

appointedhe oficer, for cause. fied copy of which, together with a complete transcript of the-testi
(3) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHED COMMISSION. Any  mony and proceedingat the hearing and a statement of the cause

commissioneof the Dane County lakes and watershed commisr causes for which removal is made, shall be filed by the remov

sionappointed under 83.44 (1) (cfo(g) may be removed by the ing power as follows:

appointingauthority for cause. (@) In the case of a statdficer, in the ofice of the secretary
(3m) SO_UTI—_IEASTERN WisconsIN Fox RIVER COMMISSION.  of state.

Any commissioner ofthe Southeastern iéonsin Fox River (| the case of otherfifers, in the dice of the clerk of the

commissionappointed under s33.55 (2) (b)or (c) may be nit of which the person removed was aficef.

removedby the appointing authority for cause. (c) In the case obfficers of joint county institutions, in the

(5) LONG-TERMCARE DISTRICT. Any member of a long-term ¢ o
care districtgoverningboard appointed under 46.2895 (3) (a) gmzche iggttirtﬁi(c:)%ugrtg %igieﬂc.the county wheréhre buildings of

may be removed by the appointing authority for cause.

History: 1989 a. 3241991 a. 39316, Sup. Ct. Order N&®6-08 207 Ws. 2d xv (9) Inthe case of procedure for removals by the goveatior
(1997);1997 a. 271999 a. 92001 a. 162007 a. 20 expensesncurred shall be paid upon vouchers duly certified by
o ) N the governor and shall be cbed to the appropriation provided
17.16 Removals; definition; procedure; disqualifica - ins.20.525 Inthe case of procedure for removals by any other

tion. (1) Removals from dice at pleasure shalie made by stateofficer or body such expenseshall be paid out of the appro
order,a copy of which shall be filed as provided by $8}.except priationto the oficer or body invested with power to remove.
thata copy of the order of removal of a circuit catotmissioner caseof procedure for removals by otheffioérs or bodies, the
shallbe filed in the dfce of the clerk of the circuit court. expenseshereof shall be paid by the unit of government of which
(3) Removaldrom office for cause under this chaptexcept the person against whom clgas are preferred was aficér. But
asprovided in s17.14 shall be made as provided in this sectionf the removing power finds that the complaint was willful and
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7 Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS 17.21

maliciousand without probable causdi such expenses shall beby the governgrwhich shall continue until a successoeliscted,
paid by theperson who preferred the chas and may be collectedasprovided in s8.50 (4) (f) and qualifies. When so elected the
in an action against the person or on the bond furnished by the paccessoshall hold the dice for a full term and shall takefife
son. on August 1 succeeding the election.

(10) A person lawfully removed fromfiée shall be ineligible (3) PrRESIDENTIALELECTORS. In the ofice of presidential elec
to appointment or election to fill the vacancy caused by sutdr, by the remaininglectors present in the manner prescribed by
removal. s.7.75

(100 o1 e e tgs ook e: 316 Sup- CL Order NB6=08 207 Ws. 2d v (3m) GoverNOR. In the ofice of governorby the lieutenant
; : governor.

Thecommon counci§ removal of an employee statutorily entittedhe position

tdefprlilvgsthe employee ?f tzpthgiil?jerty and ﬁmpetrt){; :jherefemilimyee isdentitled (3s) DisTRICTATTORNEY. In the ofice of district attorneyby
O Tull due—process protection ermen wno Initiated removal proceedings were, H H H

not thereby disqualified as impartial adjudicators. State ex rel. DeL@@mmon appomt_menbf the gov_ernor for the reS|du¢_0f the unEXp'red term
Council, 72 Ws. 2d 672242 N.W2d 689(1976). anduntil a successor is elected and qualified.

“Expenses’under sub. (9) relates solely to expenses inclyeithe “removing (4) OTHERELECTIVE STATE OFFICERS. In the ofice of secretary
power”, not by the person bringing written cbas. In Matter of Petition to Remove f state t it | tat intendent. b
Kamps,118 Ws. 2d 482347 N.W2d 911 (Ct. App. 1984). Or state,treasureratorney general or state superinienaent, by

Removalis governedy s. 17.16 and contemplates a determination of cause by @ppointmenby the governgrand a person so appointed shall hold
board. An ordinance making a violatidpso facto cause for removampermissibly  office until a successor is elected, as provided 856 and quali
circumventsihat procedure. 66 Atten. 148. fies, but if no such election is held, the person so appostta

. . . . . hold office for the residue of the unexpired term.
17.17  Notice of vacancies. Notice of vacancies occurring o " 1977 ¢ 1871979 c. 271985 a304 1987 a. 3911989 a. 311991 a.

otherwisethan by resignation shall be given forthwith as followss1g

(1) SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. In the ofice of
United States senator or member of congress from this state,l5y20 Vacancies in appointive state offices; how filled;
the county clerk of the county wherein sucficgr resided at the terms. (1) GENERAL. Vacancies in appointive statdiogs shall
time of election, to the government accountability board. be filled by appointment by the appointing power and in the-man
(3) VACANCIESBY JUDGMENTS. In any ofice occurring by vie  Nerprescribed by law for making regular full teappointments
tue of a judgmenof a court of this state convicting the incumberifiereto,and appointees to filtacancies therein shall holdfiog
of and sentencing the incumbent for treason, felony or other criffé the residue of the unexpired term rno definite term of
of whatsoever nature punishable ibyprisonment in any jail or Office is fixed by law until their successorare appointed and
prisonfor one year or more, or convicting the incumbent of arfiHalify.
sentencinghe incumbent for any f&nse involving a violation of (2) INTERIM VACANCIES; TERMS. (@) \Acancies occurring in the
theincumbent oficial oath; or declaring the election or appeintoffice of any oficer normally nominated by the governand
mentof any oficer to be void othat the dice of any oficer has with the advice and conseoitthe senate appointed, may be filled
beenforfeited, or become vacant; adjudging any dicer to be by a provisional appointment by the goverfarthe residue of the
insane by the clerkof such court to the fifer or body authorized unexpiredterm, if any subject to confirmation by the senate. Any
to fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filgachappointment shall be in full force until acted upon by the sen
only by election, then to the fafer authorized to give notice ate,and when confirmed by the senat®ll continue for the resi
thereof. dueof the unexpired term, if angr untila successor is chosen and
(4) JusTiCES AND JUDGES. In the ofice of justice of the dualifies. A provisional appointee may exercise all of the powers
supremecourt, court of appeals judge, or judge of a circuit cougndduties of the dice to whichsuch person is appointed during
by the director of stateourts to the governor and the governmerifie time in which the appointee qualifies. Any appointment made
accountabilityboard. underthis paragraph whicis withdrawn or rejected by the senate
(5) OTHERVACANCIES. In city, village, town or school district Shalllapse. When a provisional appointment lapses, a vacancy
offices, other than those of which notice is required by €ipby 0CCUrs. Whenever a new legislature isganized, anyappoint
the clerk or in the cleri absence by the treasutieereof, and in Mentsthen pending before the senate shall be reféyéde presi
state,county and other 6Ees other than those wihich notice is Jd€ntto the appropriate standing committee of the nevgpuoized
requiredby sub(3), by the county clerk of the county wherein thgenate. L . .
officer resided at the time of election or appointment, or in the (b) A vacancy occurring in the membership of the professional
clerk’s absence by the shifo the oficer or body authorized to Standardscouncil for teachers may be filled by a provisional
fill such vacancies, or if such vacancies are required to be filfiPointmenby the state superintendent of public instruction for
only by election, then to the fifer authorized to give notice the residue of thanexpired term, if anysubject to confirmation

thereof. by thesenate. Any such appointment shall be in full force until
History: 1973 c. 334.57; 1977 c. 187449, Sup. Ct. OrdeB8 Wis. 2d xiii (1979); actedupon by the senate, and wheamfirmed by the senate shall
1991a. 3162007 a. 1 continuefor the residue of the unexpired term, if aay until a
successois chosen and qualifies. A provisional appointee may
17.18 Vacancies, U.S. senator and representative in exerciseall of the powers and duties of théic# to which the per

congress; how filled. Vacancies in the i€e of U.S. senator sonis appointed during the tinie which the appointee qualifies.
or representative in congress from this state shall be filled by elagy appointment made under this paragraph that is withdeawn
tion, as provided in $8.50 (4) (b) for the residue of the unexpiredrejectedby the senate shall lapse. When a provisiapgloint

term. mentlapsesa vacancy occurs. Whenever a new legislature is
History: 1977 c. 221979 c. 2601983 a. 4841985 a. 304 organizedany appointments then pending before the senate shall
) ) . . bereferred by the president to the appropriate standing committee
17.19 Vacancies, elective state offices; how filled. of the newly oganized senate.
Vacanciesn elective state @ites shall be filled as follows: History: 1973 c. 241977 c. 29%.1649 1977 c. 4181997 a. 298

(1) MemBERSOFLEGISLATURE. In the ofice of state senator or o Provisionalappointees under sub. (2) need not be confirmed by the senate before

representative to the assemttly election, as provided in&50,  heycan begin to serve. 69 Aten. 136. _ _
. . L L he senate may not fill a vacancy thaill not occur during that senate session.

for the residue of the unexpired term. In addition, an anticipat@gay, Gen. 272
vacancyin the ofice of state senator or representative to the
assemblymay be filled as provided in 8.50 (4) (e) 17.21 Vacancies in elective county offices; how filled;

(2) JupiciaL. In the ofice of justice of the supreme court,term. Vacancies in electiveounty ofices shall be filled in the
courtof appeals judge or circuit judge, by temporary appointmemiannerand for terms as follows:
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17.21 RESIGNATIONS, VACANCIES, REMOVALS Updated 11-12Wis. Stats. 8

(1) SHERIFF, CORONER,REGISTEROF DEEDS. In the ofice of ata meeting held no later than 120 days dlfterdate on which the
sheriff, coroner or register of deeds, by appointment by the goveacancyoccurs. The persansuccessoif the ofice isregularly
nor for the residue of the unexpired term. filled by appointment, shalle appointed as provided in838.01

(3) COUNTY CLERK, TREASURER,AND SURVEYOR. In the ofice  (1). The persoms successor shatike ofice upon his or her elec
of county clerk, treasureor surveyor by appointment by the tion or appointment and qualification asidall hold dfice for the
countyboard for the residue of the unexpired term unless a spetgaim prescribed under §3.01 (2)
electionis ordered by the county board, in which case the person(d) In the ofice of any other dfcer appointed by the county
appointedshall serve until his or her successor is elected and qugdard,by temporary appointment by the chairperson of the county
ified. The county board mayf a vacancy occurs befodeine 1in hoard. A person so appointed shall holdicé until a successor
the year preceding expiration of the term dicef order a special s appointed and qualifies, and the successor shall be appointed by

electionto fill the vacancy If the county board orders a speciajne county board for the residue of the unexpired term at its-meet
electionduring the periodeginning on June 1 and ending Ofing next after such vacancy occurred.

November30 of any yearthe special election shdle held con History: 1983 a. 1021991 a. 3162005 a. 401

currentlywith the succeeding spring election. If the county boardrermsand vacancies in appointieeunty ofices are discussed3 Atty. Gen. 99
ordersa special election during the period beginninddecember

1and ending on May 31 of the succeeding ythar special elec 17.23 Vacancies in city offices; how filled. (1) GENERAL
tion shall be held on theuEsday after the first Monday in Novem anp speciaLcHARTERCITIES. Vacancies in dices ofcitiesoperat

ber following the date of the ordef person so elected shall servgng under the general law or special charter shafilleel as fot
for the residue of the unexpired term. lows:

(4m) CLERK OF COURT. In the ofice of clerk of circuit court,  (a) |n cities of the 2nd, 3rd, or 4th class, in thitcefof mayor
by appointment of the judge, or by a majority of the judgebef exceptas provided in s9.10, by appointment by the common
circuit court for the countyfor the residue of the unexpiré&m ¢ ncilfor the residue of the unexpiregtm unless a special elec
of the clerk. _ tion is ordered by the common council, in which case the person
(5) SUPERVISORSPOPULOUSCOUNTIES. In the ofice of county appointedshall serve until his or her successor is elected ane qual
supervisorof counties having a population of at least 500,00fied. In the ofice of alderperson, by the common council, except
accordingto the last U.S. census, by electfonthe residue of the asprovided in s9.10 A personso appointed shall hold fafe
unexpiredterm on the first iesday of April next after the vacancyyntil a successor is elected and qualified. Unletsrwise
happensin case it happens no later than December 1 precedigeredby the common council, a successor shall be elected for
thefirst Tuesday in April, but ithe vacancy happens after Deeemyq residueof the unexpired term on the firsid@sday of April next
ber 1 preceding the firstuesday in April, then sucBUCcessor ,garthe vacancy happens, in case it happens no later than Decem
shallbe elected on the firsti€sday of April of the next ensuingp.,1 preceding the firstiesday in April, but if the vacantyap
year; but no election to fill a vacancy in thefioé may be heldt o atier December 1 preceding the firsteEday in April and
thetime of holding the regular election for suchiagf. In addition  ofore that day then the successor shall be elected on the first
to the elections required under this subsection, the county €xegjagavin April of the next ensuing yeahe common council
tive may (l)frder a Spe%'lal g'letc.tmtmbtehheld ur;Sgr 8it50t(()j ft')" tlhe i dnay if a vacancy occurs before June 1 in the year preceding expi
vacancy. If an assembly district in the county is altered by legisla_ 2>’ , : .
tive redistricting eflective prior to the end of an existing supervi ttgtlgoenr?éltdhgﬁetgg S_L_fLC:);a?trgf{hz ?i?setcll\%(re]lggy?g ,t\?ofv'léﬁ]\éz(;?gfy

sor term and a vacandyappens, the person elected to fill th
vacancyfor the residued%fr'zge unexpirgtetm shall be an elector |0Wing the dateof the order A person so elected shall serve for
theresidue of the unexpired term.

of the assembly district as it existed prior to redistricting. s i )
(6) APPOINTMENTS HOW REPORTED. For theinformation of all . () In 1st class cities, in thefis of mayor except as provided

concernedappointments by the governor under sdhshallbe I S-9-10 the vacancghall be filled by the president of the com
reported by the appointingfifer to the countyglerk. Appoint Mon council as acting mayor until a special election can be held
mentsof the county board undeub.(3) shall be reported by the underthis paragraph. In such case, the acting mayor may continue
countyclerk to the secretary of state. Appointments of clerks i} serve apresident of the common council, in addition to exer
court by a judge of the circuit court under sydm) shall be Ccisingthe powers and responsibilities of théaaf of mayor until

reportedto the county clerk and to the secretary of state. suchtime as a new mayor is elected and qualified, but the acting
History: 1973 c. 581977 c. 4491979 c. 175s.4,53, 1979 ¢. 2601989 a. 31 mayormaynot take part in any vote of the common council during
1995a. 16s.2, 2005 a. 248 that period. In the dice of alderperson, by specialection,

Cross—reference: See s59.10 (3) (efor method of fillingvacancies on county

boards. exceptas provided in s9.10. When a mayor isemporarily

appointedthe common council shall order a special election for

17.22 Vacancies in appointive county offices; how the ofice of mayor under $8.50as promptly as possible, unless
filled. (1) Vacancies in any appointive countyficé shall be thevacancy occurs within 12fays of the expiration of the may
filled by appointment for the residuetbf unexpired term by the or’s term of ofice. When an aldermanic seat becomes vacant, a
appointingpower and in the manner prescribedaw for making successoshall be elected for the residue of the unexpired term on
regularfull term appointments thereto; but any person elestedthefirst Tuesday of April or the Jesday after thérst Monday in
appointedo fill a permanent vacancy in thdioé of county high Novembemext after the vacancy happens, in case it happens no
way commissioner shall serve for the term prescribed underater than December 1 or June 1 preceding that dafif the
83.01 (2). All appointments, subject toonfirmation by the vacancyhappens after December 1Jame 1 preceding that day
countyboard, made while the board is not in session, shall be aateshthe successor shall be electetthe following first Tiesday
upon by said board at its meeting next following s@agpoint  in April or Tuesday after the first Monday in November; but no
ment. electionto fill a vacancy in such fi€e may be held at the time of

(2) Vacanciesn the ofices of oficers appointed by the county holding the regular election for thafick. In addition, the presi
board,occurring when the board is not in session, shall be fillebntof the common council of any 1st class city may order a spe
in manner and for terms as follows: cial election to be held under&50to fill a vacant aldermanic seat

(b) In the ofice of the county highway commissionday prior to the time when that seat is required to be filled under this
appointment by the county highway committee. A person paragraph.If a special election is held under this paragraph after
appointedshall hold dfice until his or her successor is elected oa redistricting plan is adopted, the election shall be held in the
appointedand qualified. The persansuccessoif the ofice is  aldermaniadistrict as it existed when thefiok wasfilled at the
regularlyfilled by election, shall be elected by the county boardstpreceding election.
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(bm) Inthe ofice of municipal judge, in the manner providedl7.24 Vacancies in village offices. (1) Except as provided
in s.8.50 (4) (fm) in 5.9.10 a vacancy in any elective villagdioé may be filled by

(c) Inthe ofice of any other elective fifer, and except as pro appointmenby a majority of the membeds the village board for
videdin s.9.10, by appointment b;he mayor subject to confirma theresidue of the unexplred term or until a spgual elect!hl?l($
tion by the common councilor the residue of the unexpired termiinders. 8.50 (4) (fm)or sub.(2). A vacancy in arappointive
unlessa special electiois ordered by the common council, excepeffice shall be filled in the same mannerths original appoint
thatin case of vacancies in thefioé of any such dicer of a 1st ment.
classcity who isauthorized by law to have a depuguch deputy (2) Exceptas provided in $8.50 (4)(fm), a vacancy in any
shall perform the duties of suchfiae, andshall be entitled to the electiveoffice in a village may be filled by special election of a
emolumentof suchoffice during the remainder of the term. Asuccessofor the residue of the unexpired term on the fixstSF
personso appointed and confirmed sHadld ofice until a succes day of April next after the vacancy happens, if it happens no later
soris elected and qualifies. The successor shall be elected as firan December 1 preceding the firstésday in April, but if the
videdin par (a). vacancyhappens after December 1 preceding the fiilsstlay of

(d) In appointive dfces, by appointmerfor the residue of the Aprll, then the SUCCGS_SOf shib# el.ected on the firsti€sday of
unexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner pré\pril of the next ensuing yeaand if thevacancy occurs before
scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments theretoJunel of the year preceding the expiratiointhe term of dfce,

(2) CoMMISSIONFORM. Vacancies in dices of cities operating thevillage board of trustees may order a special election to fill the

underthe commission form of government shall be filled as fonacanc%torf bl? held t%n Eihet ul'e?ﬁay aafterAthe first Monflaiytl q
lows. ovemberfollowing the date othe order A person so electe

. shallserve for the remainder of the unexpired term.
(a) 1. In the dice of mayor or other member of the council,” isiory: 1977 ¢. 305403 447 1979 c. 2601985 a. 3041995 a. 165.2; 2005

exceptas provided in €9.10 in the manner provided in sull) a. 248

(a). In the ofice of municipal judge, in the manngrovided in s.

8.50(4) (fm). On failure of the council to make an appointmerit7.245 New city, village or town office, filing. =~ Whenever

undersub.(1) (a)for 30 days after theacancy exists the city ergi anelective ofice is created in a cifyillage or town pursuant to

neershall be a temporary acting membéthe council until such law or ordinance, the fife shall not be deemed vacant until it has

vacancyis filled in the manner provided by laand shall have all first been filled by the electorate, except that if a, citjage or

the powers, prerogatives amidties of the vacantfife except the town enacts an ordinance or bylaw creating a municipal court

right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fife of mayor or council unders.755.01before the December 1 preceding the spring elec

member. tion the ofice of municipal judge for that court shall be considered
2. When 2vacancies exist in the council the city clerk shafacantand a temporary appointment may be made by thevidity

be a temporary acting member of the council until the vacanci@ge or town governing body pending the election of itfigal

arefilled in the manner provided by laand shall have all the €lectedoccupant of the éite.

powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacaricef except the  History: 1977 ¢. 256447,1993 a. 101995 a. 165.2.

righ fill ncy in the fi f m ror ncil
ight to vote to fill a vacancy in the fufe of mayor or counci 17.25 Vacancies in town offices; how filled. Vacancies

member. in town ofices shall be filled as follows:

3. When 3 vacancies exist in the council the city treasur@rown otices shafl be tifled as fo OW.S'. .
shallbe a temporary acting member of the council untiltan (1) In the townboard, by the remaining supervisors and the
cies are filled in the manner provided by Jand shall have all the ©OWn clerk, except when a special election is authorized under this
powers,prerogatives and duties of the vacarftcef except the SubSectioror as provided in 9.10 and except when the vacancy
right to vote to fill a vacancy in the fide of mayor or council 1S c@used by removal by the circuit judge as providedaiy
member which latter vacancy shall be filled by appointmégtthat judge.

4 When 2 or more vacancies exist in the council 6 momhs\éa@canciesin other elective town &tes shall be filled by appoint

-V . K . ntby the town board, except as provided ir8€s0 (4) (fm)and

more prior to the first Tlesday of Aprilof any year a special elec 9.1 and except for vacancies caused by removal by the judge of

tlonr;[o fill the Vaﬁaﬁ‘%g%theées'dlée tbtie dunexg);rﬁd tetr m of te;]ach &e circuit court which latter vacancy shall be filled by that judge.
suchvacancy shall baeld and conaucted, and the returns there ersonsappointed under this subsection to fill vacancies shall

madein the manner and within the time required indse of reg )4 office for the residue of the unexpired term iba special

ular menICIpﬁd elec’glt)lnsl, and the cﬂy_gle(;kbsrllall C@'Lf;‘.;‘; 9V@lectionis ordered to fill a vacangyntil the successor is elected
n?tlhcec()j suc hspecna he ection as provided by law withirda9s ;0 alified, except persons appointed to fill vacancies as-mem
of the at_e when such vacancies exist. . . bersof the water or light commission, which persons shall hold
5. While serving agemporary members of the council the citysffice only until their successors are elected and qualify and such
engineercity clerkand city treasurer shall not be entitled to havgccessorshallbe elected at the annual town meeting next after
or receive any compensation for such temporary service. thevacancy occurs if the vacancy occurs 12 daysare prior to
6. The powers, prerogativesd duties conferred on suchthe meeting; otherwise at the annual town meeting held in the year
temporaryacting members of the council shall be in addition to aflext succeeding unless a special election is ordaéil the
thoseotherwise vested by laim such city enginegcity clerk and vacancyat an earlier date, in which case they shalll ofice until
city treasurer their successors are elected and qualfyy town board having

7. Itis hereby declared to be the purpose and intention of tRi®rethan 3 members may a vacancy in the &ite of supervisor
paragraph to permit the city enginesity clerk and city treasurer 0ccursbefore June 1 in the year preceding expiration of the term
to have and perform the powers and duties herein provided as tefrPffice, order a special election to fill the vacandthe town
poraryacting members of the council, in addition to the regul&eardorders a special election during the period beginning on
powersand duties of their respectivefioés and notwithstanding Junel and ending on November 30 of any y¢tae special elec
any other contrary provision of the law tion shall be held concurrentlyith the succeeding spring efec

- " : ion. If the town board orders a special election during the perio
Ope?étilg&ig:;zgg%g&g%&%%ply only to citiegamized and beginningon December 1 and ending on May 31 of the sueceed
ing year the special election shall be held on thesday after the

ired by th ) din th Hirst Monday in November following the date of the ordamper
unexpiredterm by the appointing power and in the manner pre, o glected shall serve for the residue of the unexpired term.
scribedby law for making regular full term appointment thereto. (2) In appointive dices, by appointment for the residue of the

History: 1977 c. 149273, 305, 1979 c. 260355, 1983 a. 4841985 a. 135304, . e i
332 1993 a. 1841995 a. 16.2; 2005 a. 248 unexpiredtermby the appointing power and in the manner pre
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scribedby lawfor making regular full term appointments thereto, (3) TECHNICAL COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD. Vacancies in the
exceptvacancies caused logmovals by the judge of the circuitmembershipf any technical college district board shall be filled
courtwhich shall be filled fothe residue of the unexpired term byin the manner prescribed in 88.08 (2)and38.1Q

the said judge. (3m) LONG-TERMCARE DISTRICT BOARD. If & vacancy occurs
History: 1977 c. 305403 447, 1985 a. 3042005 a. 248 i iti i — diar
This section requirethat the town clerk participate in the process of filling vacanm. the position of any. appomted member of a l(.)ng term N
ciesin town ofices and does not authorize the exclusion of the town clerk from theiCt board, the appointing authority shall appoint to serve for the

nominationpart of the process. BingenBzdusek2002 W1 App 210257 Ws.2d.  residueof the unexpired term a person who meets the applicable
193,650 N.w2d 894 01-3015 requirementsinder s46.2895 (3) (h)

17.26 Vacancies in school boards; how filled.  Exceptas (4) ANY OTHERVACANCY. In case of a vacancy in anyiicé in
providedin s.9.10, vacancies in a school board shall be fitesd thestate where no other provision is mdolefilling the same, it
follows: shallbe filled by appointment by the governor

(1) In & common, union high or unified school distrby, SO 1977 291970 ¢ 2231980 a0z 19w 0 2tiont o 391000 0.
appointmentby the remaining members. Each appointee shafioia. 162007 a. 20

hold office until a successor is elected and takéselinder s.

120.06(4) or 120.42 (2) When a vacancy occurs in théia# of 17.275 Records of applicants for elective positions.
aboard member who is in the last year of his ortéxen, or when Unless otherwise directed under s19.36 (7) no appointing
a vacancy occurs after the spring election but on or before the faghorityor individual acting on behalf of an appointiagthority
Tuesdayin November in the dite of a board member who is notmay withhold from inspection or copying underl€.35 (1)any
in the last year of his or her term, the successor shall be electe@éérdof the name or address of an applicant for appointtoent
the next spring election. When a vacancy occurs after the Iiit a vacancy in an electivefife.

Tuesdayin November and on or before the date of the gprihg History: 1987 a. 3921991 a. 269

election in the dice of aboard member who is not in the last year

of his or her term, the successor shall be elected at the 2nd-foll@®.28 When officers may hold office. When no diferent

ing spring election. provisionis made in respect thereto, anficar who is elected or
(2) In a 1st class city school district, by special election as prppointedo fill a vacancy shall qualify in the manner required by
videdunder s119.08 (4) law of the oficer in whose stead thefiglr is elected or appointed.

(3) Any person selected under s(b), upon being notified of An officer whois elected or appointed to fill a vacancy in an-elec
his or her selection, shall be deemed to reseepted the selection tive office shall enter upon the duties of his or héicefimmeds
unlesswithin 5 days after notification he or she files with the clerRtely upon qualification and, if elected, upoertification of the
or director a written refusal to serve. e!eCtlonresult, and shall hold fide for the residue of the l_.lneX

(4) In boards where the first annual meeting of the district hBY€d term unlessemoved or recalled in accordance with law

failed to elect school board members, by appointment by the stafgePtthat an dicer who is appointed to fill a vacancy in the
superintendenof public instruction. office of sherif, coronery register of deeds dlistrict attorney shall

History: 1973 c. 1441975 c. 138.37: 1975 c. 2001977 c. 384403 427,445,  hold office until his or her successor is elected and qualified,
1979c. 321979 c. 26(s.82,93m; 1979 c. 3011981 c. 287340, 1985 a. 2251995  unlessremoved or recalled in accordance with.lasn officer
a.16s.2;1995 a. 2%.9145 (1) 1997 a. 27 who is appointed tdill a vacancy in an appointivefiock shall

17.27 Vacancies in other offices: how filled (1) JonT enterupon the duties of his or hefiok immediately upon qualii

COUNTY INSTITUTIONS. Vacancies in the fi€e of any member of _cationand shall hold dice for the residue dhe unexpired term,

the governingbody of a joint county hospital or sanatorium ogn?ggsraerr'gg\?;g ?r'lsag(r::r%;ﬁggcﬁﬁﬁol;\'; appointed and qualifies
otherjoint county institution, or in the fife of any other dicer Historv: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 391
of a joint county institutionshall be filled by appointment by the v Y U '

appointingpower and in the manner prescribeddy for making 17 595 Temporary vacancies: elections.  Notwithstand
regularfull term appointments thereto. A vacancy in tHeefof - ! :

. . .ing any other provision of lawf a vacancy in an electivefiafe
any such oficer appointed by the county board, occurring whil gcurs?/as a res?ult of expirat?é)n tiie term gf an incumbent and a
the board is not in session, shall be filled by appointment by t gccessorhas not been determined due to the pendency of a
chairpersorof the county board; the person appointed holfiiseof

until a successor is appointed for the residue of the unexpired tt%gﬁountor an appeal from a recount determination, no election or

o : cialelection may be ordered or held to fill thkemporary
by the county board at its first regular meeting held next after cancy. If the law provides for the vacancy to be temporarily

filled by appointment, the appointee shall serve until a successor
(IJ]uaIifies.
©r History: 1983 a. 484

vacancyoccurs and the successor qualifies.

(Im) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Vacancies in
the office of any directly elected member of a metropolitan sew
agecommission under 200.09 (1) (am)shall be filled by tem
porary appointment othe governor until a successor is electeglz 29 Effect of chapter . The provisions of this chapter
and qualified. A successor shall be elected in the manner pegnersedall contrary provisions in either the general law or in
scribedfor filling vacanciesn elective city dices under s17.23  gpecialacts except s$6.26 (2) (b)6.55 (6) 6.875 and7.30relat
1) (@) ing to appointed election fidials and ch321 relating to themili-

(1n) DANE COUNTY LAKES AND WATERSHEDCOMMISSION. If @ tary staf of the governor and to fiers of the Visconsinnational
vacancyoccurs in the dite of any appointed commissioner of theyuardor state defense force; and shall govern éttes whether

DaneCounty lakes and watershed commission, the county exegteatedby general law or special act, unless otherwise specially
tive of Dane County shall appoint a member who meets the appliovided.

cablerequirements under 383.44 (1) (cko (g). History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 2005 a. 4512007 a. 2002011 a. 240
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